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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Wolverine is a medium-sized carnivore and one of the largest members of the family 
Mustelidae.  The species occupies vast areas of the tundra and boreal forest in North 
America, Scandinavia and Asia, at very low densities.  Wolverines are considered to be 
scavenging predators because they feed largely on carrion, but they will also consume 
berries, insects, birds, and rodents.  The reliance on carrion limits the number of 
individuals that an area can support, and this has led to an extremely dispersed 
population.  The home range of a male Wolverine can be larger than 1500 km2 and may 
contain a number of female home ranges.  Not only are Wolverine populations small, but 
the species has a low reproductive output because of poor breeding success, high juvenile 
mortality and slow sexual maturity. 
 
The Wolverine has always been considered scarce and presently its range is being 
reduced by human encroachment.  Wolverines have been extirpated from large portions 
of their range in southern and eastern Canada and are now considered to be ‘endangered’ 
in eastern regions of this country.  Western and northern Canada have healthier 
populations, although the Wolverine is considered to be ‘vulnerable’ in these areas, and 
at risk of further population declines and range contractions.   
 
Wolverines were once found across Alberta, but are now restricted to the northern half of 
the province and along the mountains and foothills. Trapping data suggest that the highest 
populations are found in the western parts of the province, and that populations have 
declined in most regions of Alberta in the past two decades.  Among the limiting factors 
for Wolverines in Alberta are the loss of isolated habitat, a reduction in the availability of 
large ungulate carrion, and trapping pressure. To date, no studies have been conducted on 
Wolverines in Alberta.  This lack of information, along with recent declines in trapping 
harvest, has led to the inclusion of the Wolverine on the ‘Blue List’ of species that may 
be at risk in the Alberta.  Almost all information on Wolverines in this province has been 
derived from trapping data, and current management is restricted to the setting of 
trapping season and quotas.  Additional research is needed to better define the status of 
this species in Alberta.   
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