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From the Editor

Conservation Magazine

A family of three great horned owlets nestle together in a man-made structure perched in the
branches of a tall spruce tree. One by one they peek out of the nest, making strange, soft sounds
as they wait for breakfast. The landowners learned long ago about the delights associated
with making their property a haven for raptors and other wildlife. They also realized that by
partnering with us, they could share the joy and the value of conservation with others.

Publisher: Alberta Conservation Association

These are the moments we work for.
For 15 years, we have scaled mountains, navigated wild waters, fought off flies, endured hours
in helicopters, and walked three quarters of the way around the planet—studying, assessing,
counting and conserving some of Alberta’s most common and iconic species and their habitat.
Superheroes we are not, but there are times we feel a bit like one when a project ends and we
know we’ve made a difference.

Editor-in-Chief: Lisa Monsees, ACA
Assistant Editors: Elize Smit and Ariana Tourneur, ACA
Editorial Committee: Trevor Council, Lance Engley,
Jeff Smith, Ken Kranrod, Robb Stavne
Contributing Writers: Gordon Court, Kevin Kossowan,
Wayne Lynch, Lorne Fitch, Sue Peters, Elize Smit,
Ariana Tourneur
Photo Credits: Nora Balog, Gord Court, Brad Downey,
Kevin Gardiner, istockphoto, Kris Kendell,
Kevin Kossowan, Randy Lee, Wayne Lynch, Bill Patterson,
Michael Short, Elize Smit, Brad Taylor
Design: Don Myhre, ACA

They say people make an organization, and that is certainly the case with ACA. Most of us
would say, “It’s not a job, it’s a lifestyle.” Of 80 strong in eight offices across the province, 15
people have been with us since day one. They have endured the growing pains and revelled in
the successes. Celebrate these 15 at 15 online. They're part of our glammed up website where we
reflect on our achievements so far.

President & CEO: Todd Zimmerling

In Conservation we wanted to look forward by developing a few fresh special features. Who
better to engage in the discovery and exploration of all things wild, cool and gross than kids?
That’s exactly what “Wild Tracks” is all about. Have a little fun while learning and maybe you
will be named the first doo doo detective! Try it out and tell us what you think.

Patrick Long, Vice Chairman
Wild Sheep Foundation Alberta

Accomplishing what we have and what is to come requires strength in numbers. “Meet the
Landowner,” “Conservation Works” and “Behind the Scenes” provide a closer look at the
people, the work and the partners that drive us to do the best for Albertans.
Together we are committed to conserving the outdoors we know and love today for future
generations to enjoy.

1997-2012

—Editor-in-Chief, Lisa Monsees
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www.ab-conservation.com

About Us. Since our inception as a non-profit in 1997, ACA

has directed hundreds of millions of dollars towards thousands of
conservation efforts across Alberta, from studies on the largest species to
the securement of vast tracts of precious habitat.
Every dollar from fishing and hunting license sales and every
partnership contributes to the conservation of Alberta's natural heritage.
Together we are securing the future of countless species of fish and
wildlife and the habitat they call home, while providing Albertans with
access to a myriad of sustainable outdoor recreation activities.

Taber
Pheasant
Festival
October 20-27, 2012
Taber, Alberta

We love the work we do. From the day-to-day reward of calling the
beauty of Alberta's big backyard our "office" to working with Alberta's
hunters, anglers and other conservation partners–we consider ourselves
lucky to live and work in such a precious place.
We encourage you to find out more about our work and the partnerships
that made it possible. Better still, go see for yourself by visiting any of
the 715 Conservation Sites out there for you to explore. Bring the family
and spend an afternoon in the peace and wonder of Alberta's wild side.
We're confident you'll think it's worth every penny.

Brian Bildson
- Public At Large, Business 		
		Representative
Dr. Mark Boyce - ACA/University of Alberta Chair in
		 Fisheries and Wildlife

Experience the tradition with fellow outdoorsmen
and women from across Alberta.

Gordon Burton - Alberta Professional Outfitters Society
Travis Ripley
- Minister's Representative (Alberta
		 Sustainable Resource Development)
Bob Haysom
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- Pheasant Forever Alberta Council

Dr. Lee Foote
- Public At Large, Academic 		
		Representative
Adam Norris

- Public At Large, Northwest Region

Jeff Surtees

- Trout Unlimited Canada

Calvin Rakach

- Public At Large, Eastern Region

Jeff Smith

- Public At Large, Southern Region

Vacant

- Treaty 8 First Nations of Alberta

Conservation Magazine
(ISSN 1488-6235) is the official biannual publication of
Alberta Conservation Association.

Card
Benefits

• Opportunities for novice hunters, including gun safety training,
clay target practice and a mentored pheasant hunt
• Special novice, ladies-only mentored hunt
• Release of 3000 pheasants at 30 sites for public hunting
• Information sessions and demonstrations
• Festival Dinner and Silent Auction: Friday, October 26

Stay up-to-date on the latest festival details.

Charitable Registration Number: 88994 6141 RR0001
For advertising sales information please contact:

Sign up for our monthly newsletter at ab-conservation.com or
check online starting in June.

Ken Kranrod: 780-410-1989
ken.kranrod@ab-conservation.com

For more information and opportunities to get involved please contact:

Cindi Webster: 780-410-1983
cindi.webster@ab-conservation.com

SUBMISSIONS:

Guidelines for writers and photographers are available online
at www.ab-conservation.com/mag.
Please submit proposals in writing. The magazine is not
responsible for unsolicited manuscripts or images provided
for editorial consideration.

Proud Legal Advisor
to
Alberta Conservation Association

Todd Zimmerling, Alberta Conservation Association
780-410-1990 • 1-877-969-9091 • Todd.Zimmerling@ab-conservation.com

www.ab-conservation.com

Letters to the Editor: Address letters to the Conservation Magazine editor by e-mail, fax or mail. Include your
name, address and daytime telephone number. Letters may be edited for clarity and length.
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242 mph

Conserving Land for
generations to Come

don’t blink.
Peregrine falcons are the fastest living thing on
earth. And each year they fly back to Edmonton,
travelling up to 11,000 km from South America in
search of a mate.

Streaming live 24/7 at ab-conservation.com/peregrinecam

The Shell True North Forest is part of our ongoing efforts to
address the footprint of our oil sands operations. This natural
environment in Northwest Alberta is an important habitat and
migratory route for wildlife in the area. Through initiatives like
the Shell True North Forest, we are protecting natural areas for
Canadians to enjoy well into the future, now.
www.shell.ca/truenorthforest

The 2012 Peregrine Cams were provided by United Protection Services and are powered by Bell Solutions.

You can try to catch a glimpse—but why
not watch Edmonton’s peregrines up close
and personal? Two cameras, two families and
countless unpredictable moments.

Forever Wild - George and Joan Mitchell Memorial
Conservation Site Getaways
www.ab-conservation.com

 by Ariana Tourneur, ACA

Map Grid D3

The George and Joan Mitchell Memorial site is a perfect example of how a legacy lives on. Show
your appreciation of those who make land conservation possible and visit this scenic site. It
boasts ample opportunities to hunt, fish, and photograph all kinds of wildlife (deer, moose,
black bear, grouse and songbirds to name a few). If you get hungry as you hike, head east to
find chokecherries and saskatoons. You can even pick Labrador tea leaves. The best part? Tide
Creek, an essential spawning area for fish, runs through the property. Come spring, take the
road that separates this site from the Pigeon Lake property (another must-see Conservation
Site!). Stop near the creek and watch the fish move downstream to spawn—first pike, then
walleye, and finally spottail shiner and longnose white sucker. What amazing and rare fish
viewing opportunities!

26

2012•2013

Hop, Skip
and a Jump.

Annual Outdoor Adventure Guide

Hunt. Fish.
Forage. Hike.
Bird Watch
and more!

D3

on over 285,000 acres
CONSERVATION
SITES!
Get the Guide App!
Free on the App Store!
Finding great outdoor getaways
has never been so easy.

12

Keepin’ it Boreal
- North Fawcett 2
Map Grid D3

12

North Fawcett 2 is going back to its roots: many trees and most of the
wetlands were lost due to cattle operations, but with the help of our
partners we’re working to bring it all back. Ducks Unlimited Canada
restored 20 acres by rebuilding the dug-out banks of the watersheds.
Then it was time to tree up, with aspen, pine and spruce from Millar
Western planted across 64 acres. TreeCanada also introduced a
large number of trees, and will continue large-scale planting while
vegetation plots track how quickly the property converts back to a
more natural, boreal habitat. Give us your grade in the meantime: pack
a picnic, soak in the scenic sights and sounds, and relax with nature as
your backdrop. If you’re feeling more adventurous, this site is perfect
for hiking and hunting.
A LITTLE MORE:

26

69

•

This site is 160 acres

•

Site Partners: Alberta Conservation Association and Shell Canada
Energy, a Corporate Partner in Conservation

•

Adjacent to North Fawcett 2 are six other North Fawcett sites,
totaling 1,122 acres of pure exploration

•

Take Highway 44 north from Fawcett to Twp Rd 554 and then
travel west 4.9 km

Always refer to the Alberta Hunting and Sportfishing Regulations while enjoying the
diversity of recreational opportunities Conservation Sites have to offer.

8
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A LITTLE MORE:

Escaping the same old, same old can be a short,
leisurely drive away. All you need is a copy of the
Outdoor Adventure Guide! n

www.ab-conservation.com

=

I

t’s hard to not feel swept up in the flurry that
inevitably comes with our spring thaw. But
before you get caught in the clutter, why not
think about a much deserved break? Revive
your mind, gain a new perspective, and let the
excitement of a fresh experience lead the way...all in
your wild backyard. Enter Grid D3—packed with
nearly every outdoor opportunity imaginable.

•

This site is 160 acres

•

Site Partners: Alberta Sustainable Resource Development, Alberta Sport, Recreation, Parks
and Wildlife Foundation, Zone 3 Alberta Fish & Game clubs

Longnose white sucker spawning
(Catostomus catostomus)

•

Adjacent to the Pigeon Lake Conservation Site (Site #89)

photo: Bill Patterson, ACA

•

Located at the northwest corner of Pigeon Lake in the Parkland Region of
central Alberta

Come home with stories to tell!

Discover maps, driving directions and more to these Conservation Sites and 712 others with the
free 2012-2013 Discover Alberta’s Wild Side: Annual Outdoor Adventure Guide or the Discover Guide
App, available on the App Store. You can also visit us at ab-conservation.com/guide.

NOW AVAILABLE
on mobile pages
for Blackberry and
Android users.

More is More - Daysland
Map Grid D3

photo: Kevin Gardiner, ACA

69

Turns out, one place does have it all. The Daysland site is six quarter
sections brimming with diversity. From open grasslands dotted with
wetlands, to upland treed areas and shrublands, to native aspen
forest…there’s not much you won’t see! Wildlife is just as robust,
including mule and white-tailed deer, moose, small fur-bearing
mammals, upland game birds such as grouse and gray partridge,
songbirds, waterfowl, and birds of prey. For a glimpse, aim for dawn
or dusk, when animals are on the move. Naturally, the Daysland site
remains a popular hunting spot. If wild vegetation gets you going,
you’ll love that wild red raspberry, Western snowberry, saskatoon and
prickly rose grow on the south side of the property.
A LITTLE MORE:
•

This site is 964 acres

•

Daysland remains one of the few large tracts of undeveloped and
protected lands in the area

•

Ducks Unlimited Canada built a large water control structure,
creating a 2.5 acre permanent wetland for waterfowl

•

Site Partners: Alberta Conservation Association, Alberta
Sustainable Resource Development, Ducks Unlimited Canada

•

Located in east central Alberta in Beaver County, 20 km south of
Holden on Hwy 855
CONSERVATION MAGAZINE SPRING/SUMMER 2012

9

from field to fork
The wild table

Jerk
People like it. Period.

Like bacon, there aren’t many meat
eating folks who don’t dig jerky.
My two year old?
Hates meat. Loves jerky.
 by Kevin Kossowan

Keep it forever
enviro-food

How to make it?

It’s actually a terribly underrated food, as it
allows for food preservation without using
energy to keep it safe to eat.
That’s right, no refrigeration
necessary. If my freezer were
to pack it in without me
knowing, my frozen meat is
toast. Not my jerky. Left it
out on the counter for three
months? No problem.

Put it to good
use
I hunt big game. If you hunt a
fair bit and have some success
at it, there are times where
you’re looking for ideas of
what to do with that round
roast or sirloin tip. Jerky is
your solution. This spring and summer, you’ll
(hopefully) be using up the rest of last fall’s
game. Make lots, and you’ll be glad you did
when it’s time to pack food for your next
hunting trip. Jerky makes choice field-food.

photos: istockphoto

the recipe

Forget buying the stuff. Look at those
packages and keep in mind jerky should be
meat, salt, and some aromatics to make it
tasty. Dismayed by the ingredient list? Me too.
Make it yourself. It’s easy.
You can make jerky out of
any piece of meat, but it’s
far easier if you start with a
big cut. A favourite is round
of moose or elk, as it’s a
good size, and because the
slices are big they’re easier
to manage in the drying
process. Remember that
you’re eating uncooked meat,
so make sure your meat is
good quality—save the pack
of freezer-burned rutting
buck for something else (not
sure what).
Drying meat is not rocket science, but
requires some ingenuity, which makes it fun.
You can hang strips over a smouldering fire.
I put the strips of meat on baking racks over
a wood fire that’s cool enough not to cook
the meat, but just warm enough to generate
some smoke. Most folks will use an oven on
its lowest setting with the door slightly ajar.
Whatever method you use, keep in mind that
we’re not cooking it, just drying it.

Saskatoons
Give it a shot

While out snacking on your homemade jerky,
take a look to see if the saskatoons are ready.
The verdict on the saskatoon’s culinary value
depends on who you ask. It seems to be a bit
of a love-hate fruit, and I’ll happily accept
the task of trying to encourage the haters to
change camps.
I think I’ve put my finger on what people
don’t like; it has a seedy and robust texture
compared to the blueberry folks are used to.
But in exchange, the saskatoon delivers big
in both the yield and flavour departments,
with a unique almond extract tone. Haven’t
seen any stats on it, but I’d guess you’re less
likely to be eaten by bears while picking
saskatoons—always a bonus.

Anything goes
What to do with them? My kids eat them
frozen. They’re good in most baking
applications…saskatoon pancakes are lovely.
Make syrup for flavouring yogurt or ice cream.
Jam. If you have loads, make wine. They pair
fantastically with game meats. If you need
guidance on that front, you can find more on
my website at www.kevinkossowan.com. n
Kevin Kossowan is a local food writer deeply

per pound of meat

Slice meat thin and most importantly—evenly—while still

1 tbsp kosher salt

partially frozen. Mix with marinade ingredients above,

1 tbsp soy sauce

and refrigerate for a day to three. Dry via your method of

our regional food culture. Join us every issue as he

2 tsp dark brown sugar

choice. Note that jerky pieces never finish all at the same

celebrates and advocates Alberta’s regional foods with

2 cloves garlic, minced

time, so you have to pull them off as they get to a texture

1 tsp cracked black pepper

you like.

1 tsp dried chili [optional]

Note: Goose, turkey and pheasant make good jerky as well.

involved in Alberta’s urban agriculture and foraging
communities. He believes wild foods are critical to

tips, recipes and fresh ideas.

WILD ON THE WEB
ab-conservation.com/mag/easypicks
Discover more berry picking locations, tips and recipes.

CONSERVATION MAGAZINE SPRING/SUMMER 2012

11

CONSERVATION
WORKS

extra insulation. It’s also a perfect hiding
place or escape route from hungry predators
such as coyotes.

Putting out the Welcome Mat
 by Ariana Tourneur, ACA

Have you ever teared up during a one
of those home makeover shows? You
know the one—a family faces seemingly
insurmountable circumstances while living
in a decrepit house literally splitting at the
seams. But we smile as an army of talented
do-gooders sweeps in, works some magic,
and completely rebuilds the house into
something many of us couldn’t even dream
up. We like to think we do it too—for wildlife!

photos: Randy Lee, ACA

Picky, picky
Admittedly, our work isn’t nearly as
enchanting or glamorous. And unlike the
show, creating the perfect home for wildlife
takes longer than a week, typically closer to
a decade! That’s because many species can
have very particular habitat requirements
(discerning taste like us!). Home sweet
home often involves standing grass, shrubby
thickets, dense patches of trees, grain
crops, weedy areas, wetland margins and
shelterbelts, all in close proximity.

The tough life
These demands are all for good reason: just
like us, animals battle the brutal Alberta
winters. Freezing temperatures, arctic winds,
snow, ice-covered ground and a lack of food
make this a risky season. Dense vegetation
cover is essential in providing warmth. While
we pile on sweaters, toques, mittens and
scarves, each vegetation layer acts as their

little more than standard curb-appeal! We
chose a variety of shrub species for their
hardiness and habitat values, including
snowberry, hedge rose, caragana, buffalo
berry and lilac.

Acres of potential
It’s no easy feat to find suitable habitat for
wildlife to flourish. That’s why we were
ecstatic to partner on two properties full
of possibility. About one hour northeast of
Lethbridge, near the Hamlet of Hays, are
the 140-acre East Hays and 100-acre Legacy
Conservation Sites. They’re lovely, tranquil
spots, overlooking the grassy coulees of the
Bow River.

1. Dyke construction completed at East Hays
Conservation Site, July 2009.

An open-air renovation
The East Hays Conservation Site, purchased
in 2008, was used as irrigated hay land
and possessed incredible potential for the
development of important wildlife habitat.
We quickly set to work and with our partners,
created an enhancement and management
plan for the property. Now the site is in the
midst of its makeover, providing year round
cover types, particularly for upland game
birds.
After a thorough look at the property and
surrounding area, the winter cover obviously
didn’t measure up—so it became first on the
to-do list. In 2009, we planted 13 acres of
shelterbelts (29 rows and 11,000 shrubs)...a

Next up was the construction of two wetlands
that would fill about five football fields. They
will be managed as cattail marshes to offer
additional winter cover, particularly for ringnecked pheasants. We had to think about
other life stage components too. Management
of the remaining hay land will help enhance
reproductive cover (for nesting and brood
rearing) and escape cover (which includes
travel lanes and connectivity).

Welcome the new
neighbours
2. Filling wetland via Bow River Irrigation District
supply canal and turnout, August 2009.

3. Wetland vegetation growth one year later, August 2010.

The Legacy Conservation Site, purchased in
2010, was also previously used as irrigated
hay land. Approximately 35 acres of old hay
land was reseeded to a grass/forb mix—
perfect nesting and brood rearing cover.
Constructed in 2011, a 12-acre, five cell
wetland complex is a unique addition and
provides essential winter cover as the cattails
fill in. Future enhancements may include
shrub plantings as wildlife corridors and food
plots to help birds overwinter. Remember,
always try and put the kitchen next to the
bedroom! n

4. Wetland progression, August 2011

Easy Hays partners: Alberta Conservation
Association, Alberta Fish and Game
Association, Bow River Irrigation District,
Brooks Fish and Game Club/Brooks Pheasant
Festival, CALFRAC Well Services Ltd,
Habitat Legacy Partnership, MD of Taber,
Pheasants Forever Chapters (Calgary &
Chinook) and other private contributors.
Legacy partners: Alberta Conservation
Association, David Bissett and Pheasants
Forever-Calgary Chapter

What can you do?
Gimme shelter. Winter can be a challenging
time for wildlife, especially where agricultural
crops are important. Next time you’re in the
field, look around and ask yourself, “Is there
any thick brushy cover or cattail complex within
a mile?” If not, see if there are any places to
put some, such as pivot corners, idle areas or
marginal lands.
Make a tweak. A full-on redo isn’t the only
option when it comes to enhancing habitat. In
fact, minor adjustments to your current practices
can substantially help. The types of crops and the
rotation you use can provide benefits to wildlife,
delaying haying until after July 15th can improve
nesting success, and leaving grassy buffer strips
around field margins can add wildlife value.
These are just a few of the many tweaks that can
make all the difference.
Bring it all back. Consider taking the plunge
and restoring your range to native vegetation or
other permanent cover. It’s a bigger undertaking,
but one you won’t regret. And neither will the
thousands of species you help.

Find out more about enhancing your
land for wildlife by contacting
Layne Seward, ACA at 403-388-7764.

With support, planning and plain hard work, the East Hays and Legacy
Conservation Sites are transforming into a wildlife haven.

WILD ON THE WEB
ab-conservation.com/guide
Download driving directions to East Hays and Legacy
Conservation Sites and take a look at our renovations.
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Meet the
Landowner
Glen and Kelly Hall of Timber Ridge
 by Elize Smit, ACA

Imagine going for a walk and
seeing moose, elk, mule deer,
a black bear, a blue-winged
teal brood, mallard ducks and
waxwings—all in an hour or two.
There are waving grasslands, trees,
creeks, springs, and rolling hills. Up
ahead, a ridgeline. It seems gentle
from afar but makes you work for
its spectacular reward: a beautiful
western view of the Porcupine

T

his experience awaits anyone visiting
the new Timber Ridge Conservation
Site near Calgary. If you’re lucky,
you’ll run into Glen and Kelly Hall, full-time
stewards of this amazing place where, as Glen
says eloquently, agriculture and conservation
“are going down the same track…we’re
parallel.”
The Halls are ranchers with a mixed farming
operation. They’re passionate about keeping
the land intact and ranching sustainably.
Conserving the native grassland and springs
on their land is very important. Mike
Uchikura, biologist with ACA, describes
them as proactive and forward-thinking:
“Over the past decade or so they’ve really
embraced what conservation and stewardship
mean, holding onto their principles of
knowing what they do on their landscape
affects the larger community.”

of farmed prairie, and to the

Kelly cuts to the chase when she says, “We
have a little piece of heaven out here.” Glen
adds, “It’s been a goal of ours ever since we
bought the land: that we keep it like it is.”

northwest, the Livingstone Range.

Trust in a vision

Hills. Turn around to see a stretch

Nearby a spring bubbles with water
so pure you can refill your water
bottle. Sound too perfect? It’s not.

Timber Ridge is the first time ACA has
partnered with private landowners on buying
a site. It requires trust, but after several
meetings, both ACA and the Halls concluded
that the benefits in this partnership definitely
outweigh the risks. Under the umbrella of
conservation, Timber Ridge is a wonderful
opportunity to explore how sustainable
farming practices and smart landscape
management benefit the community and
wildlife. The dream: having school buses full
of kids visit so they can experience nature
and see firsthand where their food and water
come from, and what it takes to provide it
responsibly.

photo: Brad Taylor, ACA
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photo: Michael Short

Water is where it’s at
Speaking of water, the springs on Timber
Ridge are incredible. Forming part of the
headwaters for Nanton Creek, the springs
are vital to many people, including the Town
of Nanton. Instead of letting their cattle
muck it up, the Halls installed underground
piping that channels the water into developed
troughs. Beyond having an incredible day
walking in breathtaking rangeland and
drinking pure spring water, Timber Ridge
creates an awareness of the care the Halls take
to make things better for everyone. Those
springs are in great shape because the Halls
recognize that how they are treated affects
everyone downstream. That’s praiseworthy.

Visiting Timber Ridge
Timber Ridge is an active farming operation,
so you must call ahead to book a time. The
Halls will tell you what to expect and areas to
avoid. It also ensures a special experience for
you since only one group per day is allowed.
Remember: use respect. Leave the land better
than you found it. If you open a gate, close it
behind you. Be aware of your surroundings—
from grouse to grizzlies, treat wildlife with
respect. Interested? Call 403-646-5813.
Timber Ridge is designated as a Conservation
Site. For more details search Timber Ridge at
ab-conservation.com/guide. n

WILD ON THE WEB
ab-conservation.com/mag
Hear more about Timber Ridge in our interview with
Glen and Kelly Hall.

join the wild bunch.
Every single gift is a chance—for habitat, for wildlife, for
our generations of tomorrow to enjoy a wild and thriving
Alberta. Explore the many options available and consider
helping us in the way that best suits you. Together we can
conserve and enhance the special place we call home.

www.ab-conservation.com/give

Acre by Acre
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The Art of
Land
Management
 by Elize Smit, ACA

rom Alberta’s tangled, lush boreal
forests down to the sweeping
panoramas of the prairies, we
manage over 200 properties
spanning more than 200,000 acres. It’s a
lot of paperwork, a lot of time covering a
lot of ground, and the part not found in
the job description…a lot of pride. Land
management might sound a little dull, but the
end result—making a tangible difference on
Alberta’s landscape—is anything but.

Gaining ground
What does land management actually mean?
ACA Land Program Manager Darren Dorge
breaks it down to the basics: “Our jobs are
about securing habitat and then actively
managing those lands.” On the securement
side, our biologists handle land purchases
and donations. A hefty checklist determines
if and where a potential Conservation Site
fits. The team considers everything. How does
the land work with what ACA already has?
Does it help conserve a wildlife corridor?
How close it is to other Conservation Sites
or protected lands like provincial parks?
What shape is the habitat in? And what kind
of recreational opportunities can it offer
Albertans? Partnerships are very important
at ACA, so we also consider if the land
complements our corporate partners’ goals,
and if there are other conservation groups
willing to collaborate with us.

A good neighbour
When it comes to management, our biologists
are stewards. If you’re a private landowner,
you already know the job because you do it
too—maintaining fences, controlling weeds,
working with industry and the like. ACA
biologist Stefanie van Huystee points out,
“We want to be good neighbours.” Since
the infrastructure (mostly roads, parking
lots, garbage bins and outhouses) on several
fisheries access sites (usually lakes) needs
maintaining, the work is sometimes on a
larger scale. And again, partnerships come
into play, this time with landowners. On some
Conservation Sites, through a bid process
with local ranchers and farmers, we use
grazing as a management tool.
Land managers repair degraded habitat by
restoring drained wetlands, replanting native
grasses and trees, getting rid of invasive weeds
and so on. The ultimate reward? Watching
native plant and animal species return and
flourish again. Getting there, however, is often
a years-long process requiring patience and
endurance.

Sharing an outlook
Even though the team is busier than ever,
building partnerships is still the heart of it all.
Connecting with landowners like Glen and
Kelly Hall, other conservation organizations,
corporate partners and volunteers is the most
important thing ACA biologists do every day.
They get that managing land is about working
together. Real conservation doesn’t happen
any other way. n

Beaverhill Lake Conservation Site.
photo: Len Peleshok, ACA

WILD ON THE WEB
ab.conservation.com/land
Find out more about our land management work.

Why conserve land?
For most of us, wanting to hang onto the land that enriches our lives is reason enough to support conservation. But
more than that, conserving our natural areas is essential for all living things. At ACA, each purchase, partnership or
donation of property establishes a network of habitat that wildlife depend on. The ultimate bonus? We get to enjoy
these special places for generations to come.
photo: Brad Downey, ACA
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F
photo: Kris Kendell, ACA

Princesses kissing frogs, turning them into handsome
princes and living happily ever after may abound in fairy
tales, but real-life frogs in rural Alberta need fairy-tale
-like salvation, especially the northern leopard frog. Their
numbers are declining dramatically under increasing
threats to their environment. With only a handful of
known breeding sites remaining, these frogs need the kind
of help that borders on magic.

rom their ranch in southern Alberta,
the Balog family is making this magic
happen. Their stewardship efforts have
created a wonderland of clean water and lush,
secure habitat for frogs, enabling them to
thrive. Ken, the fourth generation of Balogs
on the ranch says, “If frogs aren’t thriving
around the dugout and along the creek it says
something about our management. Maybe
we have done some things right, because
the frogs are still here. But can we do things
better?”
The Balogs have always taken a keen interest
in the wildlife that flies over, walks across or
swims through their ranch. Of course they
knew about the frogs, but it wasn’t until a pair
of biologists sat down at the kitchen table
and explained the results of an amphibian
inventory that it became clear, their frogs were
of the threatened northern leopard variety.

THE BALOG RANCH
A fresh take on
managing livestock for
threatened species.

 by Lorne Fitch

The Balog Ranch lies in an arid landscape.
Riparian areas became the focus for livestock
management, providing both sustainable
levels of grazing for the cows and habitat
for the frogs. Based on range inventories
and a long grazing history, the Balogs
really understood the carrying capacity
of their pastures. They also knew that the
theoretical “average” amount of forage may
not be available in dry years, so they adjust
the annual stocking rate to compensate
for rainfall, and rotate cattle through their
pastures to harvest forage and allow grass to
recover.
This works well when livestock are the only
species dependent on forage; the challenge
comes when frogs are added to the equation.

photo: Brad Downey, ACA
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Upon listening to the biologists’ ideas, it
became evident that the solution would
not mean losing grazing land, but rather
managing livestock with the needs of frogs
in mind. Frogs, like cows, thrive with
clean water, lush vegetation, and security

for rearing young. Clearly then, land
management changes would benefit both
frogs and cows. Without choices for water
and motivation to move, cows linger in
riparian areas, affecting both their water
quality and the aquatic habitat frogs need.
It came down to planning: to enhance
frog habitat the timing and distribution of
livestock along Red Creek needed to change.

The relationship developed between staff
of ACA, MULTISAR and the Balogs goes
beyond business. Getting to know one another
over the years has led to mutual respect,
credibility, learning and sharing. The cows
and frogs are happy, and the Balogs now
have a comprehensive ranch inventory and a
management plan guiding their sustainable
ranching effort.

Save a frog.
Outsmart a cow.

Financial assistance through ACA/
MULTISAR from Government of Canada
Habitat Stewardship Program and Canadian
Natural Resources Limited helped with the
off-stream water developments.

Grazing management along riparian areas
is about enticing livestock with drinking
options away from riparian areas. With
Alberta Conservation Association (ACA)
and MULTISAR’s* help, the Balogs installed
two off-stream water troughs to give cows
an alternative to drinking directly from the
stream. One system taps water from a dugout;
the other is portable and allows livestock
pressure points to be minimized along Red
Creek.

MULTISAR is “Multiple Species at Risk”
and has many partners including ACA,
Alberta Sustainable Resource Development
and the Prairie Conservation Forum who
work to conserve habitat for species at risk
in the grasslands of Alberta while balancing
sustainable ranching needs and goals.
*

Red Creek

photo: Nora Balog

In dry years the watering systems conserve
water, a significant benefit to cows and frogs
in an arid landscape.
Off-stream water sources and moving
salt blocks let the Balogs manage cattle
distribution to benefit both livestock and
frogs. As Ken and Nora have observed, “give
cattle a choice of clean water, they’ll walk a
mile to the trough.” Other livestock producers
have noted better weight gains with clean
water. And the watering sites mean cattle
avoid getting bogged down in the mud,
another benefit that pleases the Balogs.

More than machinery.

Solar powered off-stream
water trough.
photo: Brad Downey, ACA

In this stewardship fairy tale, the Balogs have
figured out how to live on a piece of land,
run a successful agricultural operation, and
maintain a species at risk for the benefit of
all. Besides technical expertise and pieces
of equipment, the project’s success required
caring, open-mindedness, ecological
awareness, a strong land ethic and a vision
for the future. There is a harmony and a
relationship between humans and wildlife
on the Balog Ranch that is inspirational,
proving there can be a “happily ever after” for
everyone—even a frog.
WILD ON THE WEB
ab-conservation.com/mag
Explore more ways to encourage amphibians on
your land.

Cows choose clean water from the trough,
rather than going to the stream.
photo: Nora Balog
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Available in small, medium and large

Fluff
The curious behaviours of rabbits and hares

 photos and text by Wayne Lynch

The jackrabbit, along with hares and cottontail rabbits, belong to the Lagomorph Family,
meaning “hare shaped.” In Alberta, we have three species of lagomorphs:

It

was the last day of May on
a perfect prairie afternoon,
south of Patricia, Alberta.

Powdery clouds drifted overhead and
a light wind carried the rich scent of
pasture sage and fresh grass.

A northern harrier hawk was tacking
back and forth along a narrow strip

of prairie, diving over a white-tailed

jackrabbit. Each time it swooped low,

1.

The smallest is the mountain cottontail (Sylvilagus nuttallii), also known as Nuttall’s
cottontail, weighing 600-1000 grams, and is found throughout the southern prairies and
badlands.

2.

The larger snowshoe hare (Lepus americanus), weighing 1.5 kilograms, is the most
widespread of the three and occurs virtually everywhere there is dense shrub or forest.

3.

The bruiser of the bunch is the white-tailed jackrabbit (Lepus townsendii), weighing in at
a hefty 3-5 kilograms. It prefers the aspen parklands and prairies of the southern half of
the province, although also thrives in predator-free university campuses in Edmonton and
Calgary, and in the suburbs of many cities.

Body of work
Hares, jackrabbits and cottontails have evolved differently in order to survive. Hares and
jackrabbits are fleet-footed. With large hearts, lightweight skeletons, and hind legs much longer
than their front legs, they resemble jacked-up racing cars that rely on speed and acceleration to
outdistance their predators. The white-tailed jackrabbit can sprint 55 kilometres per hour and
cover five metres in a single bound.
The mountain cottontail differs from the breakneck bunnies when escaping predators. It relies
less on endurance and more on maneuverability and short bursts of speed: ultimately to find a
safe refuge in a rock crevice, a burrow, or thick brush.
Mountain Cottontail (Sylvilagus nuttallii)

the jackrabbit rushed at it and even

leaped upwards, as if to swat the hawk,
but didn’t make contact. The predatory
harrier, normally a vole specialist, was

no match for the muscle and bulk of the
jackrabbit that probably weighed ten
times as much.

Curious to find out what was happening,
I walked towards the jackrabbit, who fled
at my approach. In a slight depression in

the grass huddled three baby hares. Fresh
blood speckled a few blades of grass at

the edge of the nest, but none of the hares
had visible injuries. Perhaps the harrier
had already snatched a young one and

was returning for seconds when it was
driven off by the protective mother.

Opposite: White-tailed jack rabbit (Lepus townsendii)

Did you know?
The white-tailed jackrabbit can sprint 55 kilometres
per hour and cover five metres in a single bound.

Snowshoe hare (Lepus americanus). Molting is not affected by temperature or snowfall, which explains why hares
and jackrabbits can turn white before it snows. The shrinking hours of daylight in autumn stimulates molting,
gradually producing a bleached bunny.
CONSERVATION MAGAZINE SPRING/SUMMER 2012
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Hiding in the open

Mad as a March hare?

Unlike the cottontail, hares and jackrabbits
spend most of their lives exposed in the wild,
which influences aspects of their biology.
These speedsters rarely seek refuge, except
in winter, when extreme cold and wind
force them to dig shallow tunnels in the
snow. The summer brown fur of both the
snowshoe hare and the jackrabbit turns white
in October to better camouflage themselves
against predators. The change is caused by
the shrinking hours of daylight, gradually
producing a bleached bunny.

This describes the springtime antics of rabbits
and hares when their sexual hormones are
raging. In the early stages of the breeding
season, several males may chase a single
female. Rival males thump their back feet and
chatter their teeth at each other in aggression.
They often chase and body slam one another,
biting and scratching with their front and rear
paws. In serious fights, one of the bucks may
lock his teeth in the fur on the back of his
opponent’s neck and claw with its hind paws.
In some years, up to 20 percent of the males
in a snowshoe hare population carry battle
scars on their ears, face or hindquarters from
the breeding season.

Urine for love
The lucky suitor matches up with a female
in a rather unconventional courtship. As
one of the pair leaps in the air, the other
runs beneath and is sprayed with urine by
its airborne partner. Urine is a cocktail of
chemicals that mates can use to evaluate
the worthiness of a prospective partner.
It can advertise good health or betray an
illness. Biologists call rabbits and hares
“induced ovulators,” meaning the female
does not produce eggs until she is adequately

stimulated by the male. Apparently all the
chasing, leaping and urinating are necessary
steps to coax the female into reproductive
mode.
Just think, you can now tell exactly when
breeding season begins in Alberta: urine will
brightly paint the snow. The telltale yellow
stains can cover an area nine metres in
diameter.

Small scale survival
In Alberta, hares and cottontails are usually
born in May, after a month or two of bunny
madness. Newborn mountain cottontails,
called kittens or bunnies, are born naked,
blind, and utterly helpless. They spend the
first several weeks of their life sheltered
inside a burrow where they are swaddled in
dried grasses and soft fur plucked from their
mother’s belly.
Baby hares, called leverets, are born in a
shallow depression on the surface of the
ground. They begin life with a full coat of fur,
their eyes open within an hour of birth, and
they can move shortly afterward, although
they are powerless against predators. In fact,
80-90% of young lagomorphs are killed in the
first few months of their lives. n

A little about lagomorphs:
Lagomorphs differ from rodents such as beavers,
squirrels and mice in having a second pair of upper
front teeth, called “peg teeth,” hidden behind the large
outer ones.
Male lagomorphs are called bucks, and females does.
Young hares and jackrabbits are nursed just once per
day, shortly after sunset for 5-10 minutes. This minimal
maternal contact lessens detection by predators.
Lagomorphs produce two kinds of droppings: during
the day, soft mucous-coated ones that are reingested,
and at night, 200-400 hard pellets that are discarded.
Reingesting increases the nutrition they can extract
from their diet.

Cautionary tail
Spring and summer are the most common
times to see wild babies. If you come across
baby rabbits or other young animals,
please leave them alone! The mother is
likely close by. Your actions may expose
them to predators or prevent their parents
from returning to care for them.
Alberta Fish and Wildlife

Dr. Lynch is a popular guest lecturer and an awardwinning science writer. His books and photography
cover a wide range of subjects, including the biology
of owls, penguins and northern bears; arctic, boreal
and grassland ecology; and the lives of prairie birds
and mountain wildlife.
22

CONSERVATION MAGAZINE SPRING/SUMMER 2012

BEHIND
THE SCENES

Lake
Aeration

FIRST STOP:

Muir Lake
It’s an unseasonably warm Tuesday late in January. Two guys are
in a company truck, on their way to check lake aerators. The trip
and aerator checks will take most of their day, and genuine work
will be required, but the mood in the truck is jovial. Work talk,
jokes and the coffee all flow freely.
 photos and text by Elize Smit, ACA
professional biologist in Canada
likes nothing more than getting
out of the office in January, a
time when fieldwork is seriously
limited by the weather. Troy
Furukawa and Brendan Ganton, both
fisheries biologists with Alberta Conservation
Association, have hit the jackpot. One of
their annual projects is lake aeration. It
requires regular fieldwork during the months
biologists often spend cooped up indoors,
finishing up last field season’s reports and
planning the next one’s projects.

Pulling into the icy parking lot at Muir
Lake, Brendan and Troy suit up in flotation
pants and floater coats. They haul the gear
out of the truck box. Today they’re carrying
everything, but if they’re installing signs, a
sled also comes along. A dissolved oxygen
meter goes into the backpack along with
safety gear they may need if someone falls
into the freezing water. Finishing the quick
tailgate meeting, Troy throws the safety gear
onto his back and Brendan clips a throw bag
to his coat. Ready.
Safety planning and training are an important
part of the project, says Troy. While there
have been no incidents as yet, there’s always
a potential first time, and they’d rather be
prepared. Completing the mandatory ice
safety and rescue course before joining the
project was a no-brainer. It was fun too,
especially the second day earlier in the
season when they practiced ice rescue on
the same frozen lake they’re hiking across
now. “Nervous excitement” is how Brendan
describes jumping up and down on the too
thick ice on that training day, trying to break
through. Firsthand experience is always best,
so it was good to fall through and practice
getting out.

With Brendan carrying the auger and
measuring stick, and Troy the backpack
and a bright-yellow shovel, they walk the
perimeter of “Danger” warning signs posted
around the aerator. At the first testing spot
Brendan skilfully augers a hole and measures
55 centimetres of ice, plenty to walk on safely.
Troy dunks the oxygen meter into the water
and gets a good reading. While Brendan
jokes about their day as “The Marvelous
Adventures of Aeration Man and his Sidekick
Bubble Boy!” they trek to the testing spot
near the second aerator and repeat the
routine. Satisfied, it’s back to the truck for a
quick lunch outside in the bright sunshine.

NEXT UP:

Spring Lake
Animal tracks dot the snow on Spring Lake
this afternoon. It’s a fun part of getting out
of the office—observing wildlife, or recent
evidence of them. Troy recalls the previous
time they went out in early December,
when they encountered a perfect imprint of
owl wings where it had swooped down to
snatch up some hapless mouse or rabbit for
breakfast.
At this aerator, things are good too. They get
the testing and sign checking done and hike
to the truck. During the drive home Troy
reveals that he truly enjoys working with the
volunteers. They do a great job of letting him
know right away when one of his aerators
stops working. And he looks forward to ice
off, when they’ll head out in a boat to pull the
aerators from the water and store them for
the summer. He likes seeing the confirming
jumps of fish, proving what they’ve been
working to ensure all winter, that the oxygen
levels in the lakes stay high enough for the
fish to survive. The water is quite clear then—
the weeds are small that early in spring—and
Troy loves watching the trout swimming just
off the bow. “It’s a good feeling,” he says. n

The life of a fisheries biologist
As part of ACA’s Fisheries team, Troy and Brendan work
on several other fish projects each year. Troy gathers
bathymetry* data and water samples to evaluate ACA’s
trout stocking program. This year he’ll also do Arctic
grayling work on the Mikkwa River. Brendan leads ACA’s
riparian conservation work, so he spends the majority of
his time doing riparian work in places like Edson, where
the team is collaborating with landowners to rehabilitate
impacted streambanks.
Both Brendan and Troy assess walleye stocks with the Fall
Walleye Index Netting (FWIN). They have also worked on
sport fisheries surveys to monitor angling pressure on the
fish populations in Alberta’s lakes.
*Bathymetry is the study of how the land beneath the
water looks, and how deep it is from the water surface to
the bottom.

On a personal note...
More importantly though, Brendan enjoys long walks on
the beach, piña coladas, and getting caught in the rain. And
while you’d never catch Troy with a piña colada, he does get
caught in the rain regularly thanks to his job, and secretly
enjoys it too.
WILD ON THE WEB
ab-conservation.com/mag
Read all about Muir Lake, lake aeration and other
fisheries projects.
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The
Fate of
 by Gordon Court

The

sweet songs of
common birds can be
so common they often fade
quietly in the background—to
almost a whisper. But as more
species that were once everpresent quietly disappear, the silence
may soon be deafening.
Like the threat of rain on a cloudy day, a shift
in the well-being or status of a species can
often be predicted. In the early ‘90s, prairie
drought conditions caused sharp declines in
duck populations. With prairie potholes dry, it
wasn’t surprising when duck hunters quickly
confirmed shrinking numbers of northern pintail.
But for other species, short-term changes can go
unnoticed for years.
A big challenge with status evaluation through
time is keeping a fair perspective. Numbers
often change over decades, or several human
generations. What may be perceived as an
uncommon species in 2012 may have been
perceived as common in 1930, or vice versa.
In the statusing game, we call this creeping or
changing baseline. Recently I told a young birdwatching colleague that barn swallows were
being considered for Threatened status in Canada.
“Threatened!” he exclaimed. “I just drove from
Camrose to Calgary and must have seen a dozen!”
I’m not exactly an old-timer, but in my early birdwatching days (and with my personal baseline),
you would’ve seen a dozen barn swallows—in
every farmyard!
Such large-scale changes in bird numbers are
often first noticed by the interested observer,
such as birders. Then it’s often backed up by real
data. In North America, we’re lucky to have both
the North American Breeding Bird Survey (BBS)
and Christmas Bird Count (CBC) data to assess
subjective impressions of bird numbers at a
continental scale.

Going Unnoticed

Common Birds
It’s perplexing. Though we
know these five formerly
common species are declining,
no one knows why. Declines in
black tern may simply be related
to recurring drought conditions
in Alberta, but even in wet years,
the species is by no means as common
and as easy to find as it once was. From kestrels
to swallows to nighthawks, a common link is a
dependence on flying insect populations, which
appear to be shrinking too. As most ornithologists
will tell you, we can explain virtually every aspect
of bird ecology in terms of food. This could be
the case with the chestnut-collared longspur,
most abundant in the remnants of Alberta’s
native prairie. Add in rates and patterns of land
conversion along with other factors, like climate
change, and perhaps we have an explanation for
their recent decline. Then again, maybe another
reason exists entirely.
From burrowing owls to olive-sided flycatchers,
we’re still unsure of what influences population
trends for many declining species. Likewise, we
can’t always explain natural increases either. In the
‘70s, I would have never guessed that in 2011 it
would be common to see flocks of white pelicans
floating over downtown Edmonton. Nor that you
would hear the melodious tones of house finches
throughout most urban neighbourhoods in our
larger cities—a species unknown to Alberta until
the 1960s.
Still, some of these increases or declines represent
natural fluctuations. Some species (even those
featured here) may, in time, rebound, while
other now common ones will decline. Only time
will tell. However, it’s essential that we don’t
ignore species that truly are in free fall. Unlike
a threatening rainstorm, we can do something
about it.

“I’m not exactly an old-timer, but in my early
bird-watching days, you would’ve seen a
dozen barn swallows—in every farmyard!”
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American Kestrel
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Behind the Stats
Wildlife agencies report on the status or
well-being of species after evaluating several
biological parameters. These include population
size and trend; distribution size and trend; habitat
trend; threats to populations and habitat; and
status in neighbouring jurisdictions. In Canada,
the General Status of Wild Species requires
provincial and federal wildlife ministries to report
on the status of wild species every five years. The
Alberta Fish and Wildlife Division helped pioneer
the methods and scope of these exercises and has
been reporting on the general status of Alberta
species since 1991.

1

3
photo: Gordon Court
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photo: Gordon Court
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Recognized as North America’s most common
falcon, the pretty American kestrel is declining
throughout the continent. In Alberta, the species
was once one of the most common raptors in
the Parkland and Prairie eco-regions, but is now
difficult to find during breeding season (May to
August) in those areas. The bird is still relatively
common in the boreal forest, especially in
burned areas. Breeding Bird Survey trend data
for southern Canada show a decline of 3.2% per
year between 1984 and 2009, corresponding
to about a 70% population decrease over that
period. The declines pre-date West Nile Virus
epidemics in North American birds and no other
compelling explanations exist for the loss.

photo: Gordon Court

Black Tern

Chestnut-collared Longspur

This elegant, wetland-dependent bird is declining
throughout North America, in areas hit by drought
and in places where wetlands are in good shape.
In Alberta, the species declined by about 4.1% per
year from 1986 to 2009, so our population is about
one-third of what it was in the mid-1980s. Certainly,
drought and wetland drainage have contributed
to this species dwindling in the more settled parts
of the province. Researchers indicate wetland loss
along migration routes is also an issue. Additionally,
agricultural insect control and overfishing may
have diminished food supplies in the black tern’s
wintering range.

Did you know a quarter of the world’s chestnut–
collared longspur population occurs here?
That leaves Canada with a significant global
responsibility. The Canadian population is
estimated at 600,000—still a relatively common
bird. However, long-term analyses using data
from Breeding Bird Surveys (1968–2008) and
Christmas Bird Counts (1967–2008) document
population declines of 90% and 93%, respectively.
Shorter survey intervals indicate population
losses ranging from 35% to 63% over the last 10
years (Grassland Bird Monitoring program). n

What You Can Do
Learn as you go.
Get to know your wild neighbours and encourage others
to do the same. All you need is a field guide to learn
the names of the animals and plants in the province.
Wildlife viewing and birding is one of the fastest growing
pastimes in North America—join in!

Common Nighthawk

photo: Gordon Court

Barn Swallow
In Canada, the barn swallow population is
estimated at 2.45 million breeding pairs. The
species is still relatively common and widespread,
but Breeding Bird Survey data for the period 1970
to 2009 indicate a significant decline of 3.6% per
year in Canada—an overall decline of 76% over
the last four decades. The decline started in the
mid-1980s, with a third of the decline occuring in
the last 10 years.

Common nighthawks in Canada are
estimated at 400,000 breeding adults.
However, Breeding Bird Survey data
reveal a significant long-term decline
of 4.2% per year between 1968 and
2009. From 1995 to 2005, the measured
decline peaked at 6.6% per year—a
49.5% population decrease during that
period. Declines have been observed
along Breeding Bird Survey routes in both
southern Canada and throughout the
boreal forest, indicating that population
issues are not restricted to the more
populated portions of the country. This
species is listed as Threatened by the
Committee on the Status of Endangered
Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC).

Count yourself in.
Participate in Christmas Bird Counts in your area or
join an annual Breeding Bird Survey. Put your wildlife
identification skills to use and help improve databases
that evaluate trends in bird populations.

Get behind a cause.
Support conservation organizations that work to protect
important natural habitats, especially those under
constant threat, such as native grasslands or wetlands.

Just go!
Visit conservation areas and enjoy Alberta’s spectacular
natural heritage. Bring your friends and tell others about
your adventures!

Hang on to habitat.

photo: Brad Downey

Dr. Gordon Court is a frequent contributor to Conservation Magazine. He is the Provincial Wildlife Status Biologist for the Alberta Fish and
Wildlife Division, ASRD. As such, Gordon is directly involved in the General Status of Wild Species program, both provincially and nationally,
sits as the Alberta Scientific Authority for the Convention on Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), and is the voting member for Alberta on the
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC).

Recycle (especially paper and cardboard) and encourage
others to do the same. Trees, especially in mature forests,
are essential habitat for many birds breeding in Alberta.

WILD ON THE WEB
ab-conservation.com/unnoticed
Watch black terns nesting, incubating eggs and feeding
dragonfly larvae to their young chick.
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Monitoring Bull Trout in Southern Alberta
Aerial Assassins: Raptors of the Prairies
Do You Hear What I Hear? A Birder's Morning

For more information call 403-647-2364.

www.albertaisenergy.ca
Alberta is Energy showcases the men and women of Alberta, their careers, challenges and accomplishments. Our goal is to build awareness of how the energy
industry touches all of our lives. Alberta is Energy is supported by Alberta’s business associations and our more than 3,500 members. We are Albertans – from the
high-rise office workers to the general store employees – with a vested stake in the long-term responsible development of Canada's oil and gas resources.

We see the possibilities.
of the way around the world is 29,000 km…
that’s how far we’ve walked working to reverse
the decline of the endangered piping plover.

As a responsible energy developer, Suncor Energy faces an important challenge every day: to provide energy in a way that
minimizes our environmental impact. Our renewable energy team is working on part of the solution. Using revenues from
oil sands development, their job is to develop projects that offset greenhouse gas emissions while creating significant new
business opportunities. Their track record is impressive. Suncor is an owner in six operating wind projects and we’re also
one of the largest biofuels producers in the country. Seeing the possibilities of renewable energy is a key component of our
strategy and helps us build a more sustainable future.

www.ab-conservation.com

1997-2012

$120,000,000
Has gone towards conserving wildlife and fish and securing habitat
since 1997, creating a lasting legacy for Albertans.

people visit our website every month at
ab-conservation.com.

The year the first issue of Conservation
Magazine was released.

ACA employees who
have been with us
since the beginning,
15 years ago!

The number of ACA offices
in Alberta (Blairmore,
Cochrane, Lethbridge,
Peace River, Red Deer,
Rocky Mountain House,
Sherwood Park, St. Paul).

750

$

million

actual

and planned investments
in renewable energy
by 2012

1

million

tonnes of CO2

emissions avoided per year
through Suncor’s renewable
energy portfolio

255

megawatts

of electricity

produced by Suncor’s six
wind farms, enough to power
about 100,000 homes

Find out more about Suncor’s track record and how we are planning to responsibly develop North America’s energy supply.

of levy value collected in 2011 went back into the conservation of
Alberta’s resources.

www.suncor.com/sustainability

performance
partnerships
possibilities

West Edmonton Malls could fit into the total
acres of habitat we’ve conserved for future
generations.

Judith Athaide, Kolja Vainstein,
Dianne Zimmerman and
Kip Clancy work on Suncor
renewable energy projects

nest boxes established since 1997,
providing nesting sites for waterfowl.
The number of
species at risk in
Alberta we assist
through the
MULTISAR program.
corporate partners.
Number of fish in millions
we’ve stocked since our
inception in 1997.

Received in hunting and fishing levies since 1998.
The approximate number of
conservation projects ACA
takes on in any given year.

Cost to access any one of the 700+ Conservation Sites
(including Alberta Fish and Game Association and Ducks
Unlimited Canada sites) in the Discover Alberta's Wild
Side: Annual Outdoor Adventure Guide.
™ Trademark of Suncor Energy Inc.

Commitment Runs Deep

Being a Good
Neighbour.
A few years ago, Devon’s Marc LaBerge
saw an opportunity to reduce the impact
of pipelining on the land and build our
relationship with landowners. By working
in partnership with provincial regulators,
Marc helped Devon introduce innovative
pipelining strategies to the company and
the industry.
This low-impact process involves less
topsoil disturbance, smaller rights
of way, narrower trenches, reduced
clean-up costs, less deforestation and
reduced downtime for both industry and
landowners. As a result, this technique
has become standard practice across
Devon’s Canadian operations.
Thanks to the creativity and
resourcefulness of people like Marc,
Devon is continually enhancing our
ability to be a good neighbour.
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